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Filmmaker captures nun’s Struggle with the church

By SUZANNE TRAVERS
Herald News

NEW YORK — After sixteen years in
Catholic school, Barbara Rick says she
hoped she’d never see, or hear, another
numn.

But in May 2000, Rick, an Emmy-
award-winning filmmaker and
Ridgewood native, was checking the
day’s news at her weekend job as an
ABC News writer when a New York
Times article on Sister Jeannine
Gramick captured her attention
with emotional force.

The previous summer, the Vatican
officially ordered Sister Gramick si-
lenced. After 30 years in a ground-

breaking ministry of advocacy, jus-
tice and reconciliation for gay and
lesbian Catholics, Sister Gramick
was forbidden to write or speak pub-
licly about homosexuality.

Following a 10-year investigation,
the Congregation for the Doctrine of
the Faith determined that in her ef-
forts to show the “face of compas-
sion” to homosexual Catholics and
their families, the nun had not suffi-
ciently emphasized Church teaching
that homosexual acts are “evil” and
“intrinsically disordered.” Sister
Gramick was permanently barred
from conducting the workshops and
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Barbara Rick’s film “In Good Conscience” will
premiere at Lincoln Center on Wednesday.






