€ BAD FAITH

ONE. NUN’S SILENGING
BY THE CHURCH

Sister Jeannine Grammick, subject of Barbara Rick's In Good Conscience, at the Vatican. Courtesy of Out of the Biue Films.

[ hat draws acclaim to the prize-winning documentary /n Good Conscience: Sister

. Jeannine Gramick's Journey of Faith is not so much its surface anti-Catholicism as the

realization that the protagonist of the film is a proponent of mankind in the new
millennium.

Veteran broadcast journalist Barbara Rick, who has earned a Peabody and an Emmy Award
over the years, was initially motivated to make the film after having read a news story about a
nun who ministered to gays and lesbians and was being silenced by the Roman Catholic Church.
As a Catholic woman, Rick had often felt like a second-class citizen in the male-dominated
Church, and she viewed the attack on the nun as an attack on her own situation. She contacted
Sister Jeannine and filmmaker Albert Maysles about their interest in a film. Both were enthusias-
tic, and the legendary Maysles volunteered to shoot the film gratis because he loved the title.

What inspired her during the filming, and what causes audiences to embrace the
documentary, is the spiritually centered Sister Jeannine, who gains converts because she never
raises her voice. As Rick says, “There is so much hatred at the moment, and so much

\ . » : Barbara Rick (left) and Albert Maysles, shooting her film In Good
confrontation over religious and political concepts, that the fact that she can take on her enemies  conscience in Rome; Sister Jeannine Gramick, the subject of the
film is at right. Courtesy of Out of the Blue Films.
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